For images and more information contact:
Sarah Wheeler
617-369-3605
swheeler@smfa.edu
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

SCHOOL OF THE MUSEUM OF FINE ARTS, BOSTON, HOSTS 26TH ANNUAL
DECEMBER SALE TO BENEFIT STUDENT SCHOLARSHIPS
Largest Public Art Sale in New England Sold $1 Million of Contemporary Art in 2005
Boston (October 11, 2006) — This December 6–11, art enthusiasts and holiday gift shoppers have the
opportunity to buy original artwork—everything from $2 handmade cards to $10,000 prints by renowned
artists like Ellsworth Kelly, Robert Rauschenberg, and Jim Dine—at the 26th annual December Sale at the
School of the Museum of Fine Arts, Boston (SMFA). Last year, more than $1 million worth of paintings,
photographs, sculpture, jewelry, ceramics, textiles, and more were sold at the December Sale, the largest
public art sale in New England.
This popular annual event showcases more than 4,000 one-of-a-kind works of art in all price ranges by
approximately 800 established and emerging artists, including internationally known Museum School
alumni and faculty, affiliated artists, and current students. December Sale is free and open to the public,
with pieces rotating daily to create an ever-changing visual delight worth visiting more than once.
“For more than two decades, the December Sale has brought together a varied and impressive collection
of artwork,” said Deborah Dluhy, Dean of the School and Deputy Director, Museum of Fine Arts,
Boston. “We are grateful for the continued contributions of our alumni, faculty, students, and artistfriends, which, together with the invaluable support of the community attending this event, has made the
annual December Sale a magnificent win-win event—mutually benefiting artists and our scholarship
funds.”
Every purchase of artwork at the SMFA December Sale has a direct impact on the future of the visual
arts. All net proceeds benefit Museum School student scholarships. In 2005, the December Sale raised
more than $1 million toward this effort. This funding is vitally important to the education of young artists,
as the Museum School annually commits $4.4 million dollars to meet the growing need for student
financial aid. This year, 72 percent of all SMFA students are receiving some sort of financial aid.
December Sale buyers receive complimentary admission to the Museum of Fine Arts, Boston, on the day
of their December Sale purchase. Visitors will need to show their receipt at the ticket desk at the MFA to
receive free admission.
December Sale is held on the first floor of the School of the Museum of Fine Arts, Boston, located at 230
The Fenway, across from the Museum of Fine Arts, Boston. Limited garage and street parking are
available, and visitors are encouraged to take public transportation. The SMFA is accessible via the Green
Line E train (exit at Museum of Fine Arts stop), the Orange Line (exit at Ruggles stop), or the #39 bus
(exit at Ruggles Street).
–more–

December Sale hours:
Free admission
Wednesday, December 6, 12–8 PM
*Opening Celebration 5–8 PM*
Thursday, December 7, 12–8 PM
Friday, December 8, 12–6 PM
Saturday, December 9, 12–6 PM
Sunday, December 10, 12–6 PM
Monday, December 11, 12–6 PM
For more information, visit www.smfa.edu or call 617-369-3204.

###
Founded in 1876 and accredited by the National Association of Schools of Art and Design, the School of the
Museum of Fine Arts, Boston (SMFA), is one of the largest and oldest museum schools in the country. A division of
the Museum of Fine Arts, Boston, and in partnership with Tufts University, the Museum School offers the Bachelor
of Fine Arts (BFA), the BFA in Art Education, the Five Year Combined Degree (BA or BS with BFA), the Master of
Arts in Teaching in Art Education, and the Master of Fine Arts. The SMFA also offers an all-studio four-year
Diploma, and one-year Fifth Year and Post-Baccalaureate certificates. Through Continuing Education, evening and
weekend courses, and teenage art-making programs also are available. For more information, visit www.smfa.edu
or call 617-267-6100.

